General Writing Tips for the Mid-Term Exam
Intro to Philosophy 

-You can re-use some material from your previous writing exercises: but no more than 200 words per problem. 

-Organize your thoughts
	-Use paragraphs. Create a new paragraph when you change to a different question/topic within each problem. Definitely create a new paragraph when you switch to a different philosopher and/or reading within a problem. 
	
-Good Intro
	-Short paragraph. Write your intro after you’ve drafted your answer
-Only gives enough detail to prepare the reader for the rest of the essay. Doesn’t try to summarize every aspect of the answer. 


-Working with quoted passages
	-Main goal: Show that you have some in-depth understanding of the reading. To do this, you don’t have to summarize the entire reading. Pick parts that are the most interesting or problematic to you. 
 
-Save the explanation of a quote until after you have presented the quote. 
	
-Make your explanation of the quote at least as long as the quote itself. 
		If you don’t have much to say about a quote, then the quote probably isn’t important. … So find an important quote. 
		Or use ellipses (…) to shorten a long passage. 

-Use the page numbers of our course readings.
I cannot reference your quotes if you use a different book. If you use internet sources, then the translations are older and worse. If you are using the older (6th edition) of our textbook, then note this on your exam.

-Your exam should not …  
sound like you just typed up your notes;
sound like you typed it in one sitting; 
sound like you have slapped two summaries from SparkNotes next to each other.  

-Re-read what you write! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Think of how another person might question what you have written. You are doing philosophy when you add this additional layer of thought/reflection. For example, if you wrote something like: “Some people might disagree with this claim because [… ]. But I think this concern is unfounded. Here’s why: […].” 

Effective use of quotes creates at least two voices within your answer. Effective reflection/questioning of what you have written adds at least a third voice. 
